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date the many plots which were always threaten-
ing Elizabeth's life.
The first effort was made through the Duke of
Norfolk, who might have been expected to have
learnt his lesson. He had been treated well by
Elizabeth, who pardoned him for his share in the
rebellion of the North, and set him free. But
Norfolk, once having had the idea of power put
into his head, could not be content, and this
time he embarked on real treachery to Elizabeth.
He secretly joined with conspirators under an
Italian banker, Ridolfi. Norfolk promised to
declare himself a Catholic; he would join with
the Pope and Philip of Spain, and a rising in Eng-
land would be strengthened by an invasion of
Spanish troops under Alva, who could be brought
across the Channel from the Netherlanda-^^tlS
plot was discovered in a sjrange way. The Duke
sent some money in a bag by a merchant of
Shrewsbury, who was perfectly innocent and did
not even know what he was carrying. But,
noticing the weight of the bag, he opened it, and
together with the coin found a cipher letter. He
sent this to Burghley, and the whole plot was
disclosed.
Often at unexpected moments we find Eliza-
beth reluctant to take life, and now she delayed
and hesitated before she would condemn Norfolk,
though his guilt and treason were proved* He
was condemned in January, but she could not be
induced to sign, his death warrant until June*